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 courts to determine as a question of fact the nature of the doctrines
of a religious community. Thus, in the famous case of Free Church
of Scotland v. Lord Overtom, [1904] A.C 515, the House of Lords
held that a majority of the members of a religious community might
not, without committing a breach of trust disentitling them to hold
the property of their community, change the doctrines on which the
identity of the community was based.
The Established Church of Scotland is a Presbyterian Church
with only a limited connection with the State* Its preservation was
an essential term of the Act of Union between England and Scotland.
Church Government in Scotland is based upon the presbytery, or
assembly of ministers of a district and of representative laymen,
called elders. The supreme legislative and judicial body of the
Scottish Church is the General Assembly, Though presided over
by the Moderator—an officer of the Church—there is present at its
meetings the High Commissioner, appointed by the Crown, who
takes no part in discussions, but represents the connection between
Church and State.
In Ireland and Wales there are now no established churches, but
the Church in Wales retains in relation to marriage laws the privileges
of the Established Church in England*
 
TheEstab-
 B.
The Church of England,
As the result of the Reformation Settlement of the sixteenth
century ^ Ctaroh of England became a separate national church
independent of the Pope. As an established church its acts and de-
crees are given legal sanction. The Sovereign is the Supreme
Governor of the realm in all spiritual and ecclesiastical causes as well
as temporal1 The Royal Supremacy is exercised on the advice of
Ministers who are responsible to Parliament and has been subject
since 1689 to parliamentary control. The Church has special privi-
leges in relation to, e.g. marriage laws, the Coronation, and since
1919 legislation. Its laws are enforced by its own ecclesiastical
courts. Its chief officers, the archbishops and bishops, who to the
number of twenty-six sit in the House of Lords as spiritual peers 2
are appointed by the Crown, on the recommendation of the Prime
Minister who is understood to consult the Archbishop of Canterbury,
The Crown sends to the Dean and Chapter a congt d*$ire with letters
missive containing the name of the person who is to be elected as
bishop. This permission to elect is a form only. If the election were
not made, the Crown would appoint by letters patent.
 
1 Act of Supremacy, 1558.
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